
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the President’s Desk. 
 
2009 has been another successful year 
for the Turkey Point Light Station.  
TPLS, Inc. and the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources, (our 
partners in preservation) continue to 
maintain and improve the lighthouse, 
oil house and the surrounding 
picturesque landscape. 
 
TPLS, Inc. continues to manage 
lighthouse operations and special 
activities.  Donations for climbing the 
lighthouse continue to improve and 
have almost paid for the cost of 
rebuilding the stairs and the other 
improvements we made a few years 
ago.  It proves that people do love the 
lighthouse and want it preserved for 
future generations. 
 
It’s hard to believe, but it has already 
been 15 years since Dean Rice 
founded TPLS, Inc. with the goals of 
preserving the lighthouse and oil 
house for future generations and 
rebuilding the keeper’s house when 
funding goals have been achieved.  If 
you have information about possible 
grant funds, please call us or send us 
the information.   
 
Turkey Point Light Station was 
recently recognized by the Cecil 
County Tourism Department.  We’ll 
gladly accept all the help we can get to 
publicize this wonderful tourism site 
that is enjoyed by so many lighthouse 
wildlife and nature lovers. 
 
Joan Russell and her staff of 
volunteers continue to have the 
lighthouse open for visitors on 
weekends and special occasions from 
mid-April through mid-November, 
weather permitting.   We need more 
volunteers; please give us a few 
hours of your time. 
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Redesigned TPLS Website 
 
We have a new website and it looks 
great!  There are photographs, history, 
web links, and important information 
about Turkey Point Light Station and 
other Maryland Lighthouses.  And 
we’re just getting started!  The address 
is still www.tpls.org Check it out… 
 
A Penny for Your Thoughts 

 

           
Photo provided by Elk Neck State Park. 

 
TPLS, Inc. purchased a penny press 
machine!  It is located in the Elk Neck 
State Park Camper’s Store.  The 
customer inserts a penny and two 
quarters, turns the crank and “via la,” 
a beautiful souvenir keepsake.  The 
customer has three designs from 
which to choose.  It will be available 
in the Park Store all year for 
lighthouse enthusiasts.  We hope to 
bring the machine to the Lighthouse 
for the Annual Maryland Lighthouse 
Challenge in September. 
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Annual Raffle 
 
Every year Turkey Point Light 
Station, Inc. raffles an original 
painting, a quality print; or some other 
piece of valuable merchandise.  This 
year we are raffling a large Harbour 
Lights model of Turkey Point Light 
Station.  It’s a numbered, limited 
edition model that is no longer being 
made; this will increase the future 
value. 

 

 
This model was the first Harbour 
Lights model that opened to reveal the 
inside of the lighthouse complete with 
spiral stairs. 
 

Bill Simms Award 
 
We would like to congratulate 
Norman Eanes and Jack Manning for 
being the 2009 Bill Simms Award 
winners.  This award is given to 
volunteers who have served above and 
beyond the call of duty in support of 
TPLS, Inc.  Both of these faithful 
volunteers have invested countless 
hours in support of our TPLS, Inc. 
mission. 
 
We would like to take this time to 
honor the memory of Bill Simms for 
his faithful service and thank Norman 
and Jack for their tireless dedication to 
TPLS, Inc. Volunteers are the life 
blood of our organization!   
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It’s hard to believe that this is the 7th 
Annual Maryland Lighthouse 
Challenge already.  It just proves that 
time does fly when you’re having fun! 
 
If you don’t know about the 
Challenge, it’s a weekend-long 
celebration of Maryland’s lighthouses.  
For each lighthouse visited, you will 
receive a complimentary souvenir 
depicting that lighthouse.  Our 
volunteers will be at each location 
8:00 am – 6:00 pm (unless otherwise 
noted) to greet and to assist you.  
Although the “Challenge” is to visit 
all of the lighthouses over the course 
of this September weekend, you do 
not have to visit them all to 
participate, and they can be visited in 
any order. 
 

Over the course of these two days, 
participants will have the opportunity 
to visit nine land-accessible 
lighthouses, one lightship, and two 
optional “bonus lights” at some of the 
most scenic Chesapeake Bay area 
locations statewide. 
 
To commemorate the 375th 
birthday, we will also be celebrating 
the great state of Maryland along 
this year’s Challenge route! 
 
The Challenge is the only time of year 
the lighthouses are open 
simultaneously for public access and 
climbing wherever possible.  If you 
love lighthouses, and want to help 
join in this birthday celebration, 
this is one event you won’t want to 
miss! 
 
For additional information, please 
write to:  
Chesapeake Chapter, USLHS 
P.O. Box 1270 
Annandale, VA 22003-1270 
 
Details and late breaking news 
available at: 

www.cheslights.org 
 

 
The Maryland Lighthouse 
Challenge Contact is Karen Rosage, 
Event Chair 410-437-0741 or send an 
email to: challenge@cheslights.org 
 

      
 

Turkey Point Light Station  puts the 
“challenge” in the Lighthouse 
Challenge.  It’s located at the extreme 
end of Elk Neck State Park. 
 
Turkey Point Light Station is located 
at GPS: 39o 27’ 00” latitude, 76o 00’ 
31” longitude. 
 
Note: Once you arrive in Elk Neck 
State Park you must follow the signs 
to the designated parking area.  You 
will have to pay a $3.00 pp entry fee 
to the State Park and a $2.00 pp 
shuttle will be available there to take 
you to the lighthouse path (kids under 
12 ride free).  You must arrive at the 
parking area no later than 5 pm to 
allow enough time to get to the 
lighthouse.   

From the lighthouse parking lot there 
is a 0.8 mile hike to the lighthouse. 
 
There will be restrooms, food, drinks, 
art, and merchandise for sale at the 
designated parking area.  There will 
also be volunteers to assist you and 
answer your questions. 
 
There will be a port-a-pot at the 
lighthouse just in case “nature calls.”   
 
There will also be ice cold bottled 
water and sodas available to quench 
your thirst for the hike back to the 
parking lot. 
 
Don’t forget to visit our “Official” 
Gift Shop while you’re there.  Say 
hello to Joan Russell and her staff of 
committed TPLS, Inc. volunteers.  We 
have a very nice assortment of Turkey 
Point merchandise for sale. 
 
You can climb to the top of the 
lighthouse and look out over the 
northern most tip of the Chesapeake 
Bay.  If you’re there early in the 
morning, you may be lucky enough to 
see an eagle fly along the edge of the 
100 foot high cliff where the 
lighthouse has stood since 1833.  And 
the sunsets over the Bay are 
magnificent!  Deer often graze in the 
fields surrounding the lighthouse. 
 
Elk Neck State Park and Turkey Point 
Light Station are so beautiful and 
pristine, you will want to return again 
throughout the year, when you have 
more time relax and enjoy all that the 
area has to offer. 
 
If you have been thinking about 
volunteering, now is a good time. 
Please call Joan at 410 287-5479 or 
Dear or Dot Rice at 410-287-8170. 

 

Charitable Donation 
 
If you’ve been thinking about 
donating to a worthy organization 
with a long range vision and 
mission, TPLS, Inc. is a 501 (C) 3 
charity.  Your contributions are tax 
deductible and greatly appreciated. 
 
Help us preserve this wonderful 
lighthouse and oil house, and 
rebuild the keeper’s house at 
Turkey Point, Maryland for this 
and future generations. 
 

Ya’ll come back now, hear! 


