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From the President’s Desk.

2007 has been a remarkable year. We
are completing our °1 year as
Partners in Preservation with the
Elk Neck State Park. What does that
mean?

Turkey Point Lighthouse was deeded
by the Federal Government to the
State of Maryland, Department of
Natural Resources. However, Turkey
Point Light Station, Inc. has a 30 year
lease and the status of Chief
Operations Agent for the Lighthouse.
What does that mean?

That means that TPLS, Inc. continues
to take care of and improve the
lighthouse and oil house. It also
means that TPLS, Inc. manages
lighthouse operations and activities.
For instance, Joan Russell and her
staff of volunteers open the lighthouse
for visitors on weekends and special
occasions from mid-April through

mid-November, weather permitting.

That takes an enormous amount of
dedication and hard work on the part
of Joan and her staff of volunteers. |
will say more about volunteers later in
the newsletter.

New Stairs in the Lighthouse!

The Officers and Directors of TPLS,

Inc. have worked hard for the past few
years to obtain permission, raise the
funds, and find a contractor to rebuild
the spiral stairs in the lighthouse. It
has finally happened.

Early in 2007 we hired Mr. Ross

Gibson, Michael Motta, and Larry

Kline to rebuild the spiral stairs and

perform some additional projects at
the lighthouse. We are very pleased to
inform you that all of the projects have
been completed. What was done?
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View from top of stairs looking down.

View near bottom looking up.

The stairs are constructed of 2 %2 inch
thick white oak that had to be custom
cut and seasoned over the winter. The
center pole started as two 12 X 12
inch beams that were donated by a
local resident. They came from an old
barn that was built approximately the
same time (early 1800’s) as Turkey
Point Lighthouse. They were reduced
to 8 X 8 inch beams, the corners
were sliced off and power sanders
were used to transform them into
round poles. The top pole is dowelled
into the bottom pole for added
strength. There was a gold coin
placed beneath the pole to record the
year the stairs were rebuilt, so the next
time they are replaced (in about 100 or
so years), those challenged with that
task will know exactly when the last
stairs were constructed.

In addition to the stairs, a section of
the black handrail had to be replaced.

The entire exterior of the lantern room
was refurbished. The roof and vent
ball were repaired, cracks in the
catwalk were patched, all of the wood
was resin coated and replaced, then
everything was painted. The grand
finale was a fresh coat of paint on the
lighthouse and oil house. Almost
$50,000 later, everything looks great!

his plaque highlighting the history of
Turkey Point Lighthouse was donated
to the Elk Neck State Park by the
Chesapeake Bay Gateway Foundation.
The stone was donated by Mr. Robert
Crouch. It was erected on site in the
spring of 2007.




The 8" Annual Maryland Lighthouse
Challenge was held on September 15-
16, 2007. It was the most successful
to date. We even had coverage in the
Washington Post Newspaper. One of
their correspondents actually took the
Challenge and published the article.

We had 509 Challengers visit Turkey
Point this year. The weather even
cooperated, no hurricanes; not even a
gale force wind or thunderstorm.

Tom Wade and a group of volunteers
from the Chesapeake Bay Chapter of
the U.S. Lighthouse Society had a tent
at Turkey Point lighthouse. They

verified the Challengers, the finishers,
and recruited some new members.

They are always a wealth of
information for Challengers and
visitors alike.

Tom Wade, Dave & Karen Rosage
and the Chesapeake Bay Lighthouse
Society have been  wonderful

supporters  for  Turkey  Point

lighthouse; they attend meetings, work
hard at the Challenge, and the Society
donated $1,000 to our spiral stairs
construction project. We are very
grateful for their knowledge and

support.

In addition to offering lighthouse

lovers an annual “Road Rally”, each
lighthouse organization hosts an
abundance of artists, photographers,
historians, craft persons, etc. to sell
their wares and educate our visitors.
And it's the only time during the year

that all 10 of these lighthouse
locations are simultaneously open to
the public. To learn more about the
Maryland Lighthouse challenge or
Chesapeake Bay lighthouses in
general, go tavww.cheslights.org

After the stairs were installed, there
was no longer room inside the

lighthouse for the gift shop, so we

purchased a small building and had it
placed near the lighthouse, but far
enough away so it doesn't interfere
with lighthouse photo opportunities.

Joan Russell, our Merchandise
Manager, and volunteer coordinator is
very pleased with this new

arrangement and visitors also seem to
like it. It provides more room and

better lighting to select that special
lighthouse gift.

Each year, TPLS, Inc. raffles a
valuable item to raise funds for the
organization. This year we raffled a
beautiful handmade quilt created by
Rita Coleman. She had historic and
recent Turkey Point photos transferred
to cloth; then sewed them onto the
quilt.  The quilt also listed each
lighthouse keeper and when they
served. It was an incredible labor of
love, (not to be repeated anytime
soon). This year’s raffle raised over
$2,000. Kudos to Rita!

This year's quilt raffle was won by
Ms. Linda Neff of Oxford, PA. She is
proudly displaying it on a wall in her
house.
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Please let us know if your e-malil
address changes. Please e-mail Mike
Duvall at mwduvall@aol.com or
mwduvall@verizon.net with  your
current e-mail address. This will help
us avoid undeliverable e-mails.

The National Association of State
Park Volunteer Coordinators Visit
Turkey Point Light Station.

Roberta Dorsch, Maryland Dept of
Natural Resources Volunteer
Coordinator, organized the visit on
October 24. They enjoyed learning
about the lighthouse and climbing our
new stairs.

We Need Volunteers!

Let me rephrase that; we
desperately need volunteers! Joan
Russell and her current volunteers
have been diligent to keep the
lighthouse and gift shop open on
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays
from Easter through mid-November.
But now that the stairs have been
built, hundreds of people come to
climb the lighthouse every weekend.
We need more volunteers to work in
the gift shop, give a safety briefing to
climbers, and talk with visitors about
Turkey Point’s rich history. If you
have ever thought about
volunteering, now is the time. This
season is almost over, but we are
trying to organize our volunteers for
next season\We need YOU! Please
call us at 410 287-5479, 410-287-
8170, 410 287-0177 or send us an
email at tplsil@verizon.net or
mwduvall@verizon.net

End of Year Charitable Donation

The calendar year is rapidly coming to
a close. If you're thinking about an
end of year charitable donation,
TPLS, Inc. is a 501 (C) 3 charity.
Your contributions are  tax
deductible and greatly appreciated.
We spent close to $50,000 this year to
rebuild the stairs and refurbish the
outside of the lighthouse for this and
future generations. We need to
replenish our funds for future projects.
If you can help, please volunteer!




